2000 West Ashton
Blue Springs, MO   64015									August 1, 2011

To all students enrolled in UMKC American History 101/102:

Welcome to UMKC American History!  By now you should be reading the summer packet given to you at the end of last school year and are working on writing out your 3 terms which are due on August 17 (the first day of class).  If you have lost or misplaced your packet, e-mail me or you can download it from the website below under COURSE CONTENT, Summer Assignment.  On the first day, we will go over course requirements and expectations and will discuss the first exam that you will take on Friday, August 19.  On Wed or Thurs I will introduce you to the class website and we will practice terms for the test, which will consist of multiple choice questions over the content of the reading (50 pts) and essay identification and analysis of terms I select from your list (50 pts).  **If you want help before school starts I will be available in my classroom (ST402) from 3-6 pm on Mon, Aug 15 and Tues, Aug 16.** In the meantime, you may try the reviews/quizzes on our class website:  blackboard.umkc.edu; under the UMKC Portal Log-in on the right, your USER NAME is  s_amhist101 & your PASSWORD is  student        Select HISTORY 101: American History to 1877 (FS 2010 SANDBOX) as your course.  Directions for how to use the website and sample quizzes are on the front page of the packet you received at the end of school or on the website.  

You will receive an official UMKC course registration form the first day of class which you will need to have your parents sign and return to me as soon as possible but no later than August 19.  Tuition will be $81.87 per credit hour or $245.61 each semester.  That is still one-third of the cost that on-campus students pay.  You will be billed in September/October for first semester and January/February for second semester.  (For those in a family with recent catastrophic medical expenses or job loss, etc, there is a limited amount of half-price financial assistance available, so please have a parent contact me if you anticipate needing assistance.)  You will be provided the textbook Henretta, America’s History by the high school to be used for the school year.  

American History 101/102 is a challenging course because you are doing the work of a Freshman in college while you are a Junior in high school.  You have all met the qualifications to take this course: a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 (required by the state of Missouri for all dual-credit classes) OR a 21 overall on the ACT OR 17 overall on the PLAN test.   The reading level of the textbook is at the college level (not high school) and class lectures are over material in addition to what is in the textbook.  Tests cover material from textbook, lecture, and class discussion and are over 3 chapters of material.  Usually there are 4-5 unit tests plus the final exam.  The bulk of each semester’s grade comes from Unit Tests and project research.  The final exam is required and you cannot opt out of it.  Completing a semester of this course with an A, B, or C grade guarantees you 3 hours of credit from UMKC which has been successfully transferred to all US colleges and universities.

In addition, each of you will be required to go on the field trip on one of two dates in September to Miller-Nichols library on the campus of UMKC where you will research your required project and check out books to use for your projects.  You will be gone 1st-6th hour.  There is no charge for this, except the cost of your lunch.  You will be required to turn those books back to UMKC by early December.  The theme for this year's project is Revolution, Reaction, & Reform in American History.  The project will involve on-going primary & secondary source research and can be done alone or with a partner.  Students will have class time each week both semesters to work on the project.  We will be discussing this more in class the second week of school.  

I look forward to meeting all of you (and receiving your analysis of your 3 terms) on August 17.

Sincerely.



Dacia Rzchowski, UMKC Adjunct Professor   
drzchowski@bssd.net
