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[image: image3.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


For schools in the Blue Springs School District, it's never too early to start preparing for MAP testing in the spring.  Here are some ways you can start prepping yourself and your child now.  


How Can I Help My Child Do Well On Standardized Tests?


Here are a few suggestions for parents who want to help their children do well on tests.


First and most important, talk to your child's teacher often to monitor your child's 	progress and find out what activities you can do at home to help your child. 


Make sure your child does his or her homework. 


Make sure your child is well-rested and eats a well- rounded diet. 


Have a variety of books and magazines at home to encourage your child's curiosity. 


Don't be overly anxious about test scores, but encourage your child to take tests 	seriously. 


Don't judge your child on the basis of a simple test score. 


What Should I Ask My Child's Teacher?


Before the test . . .


Which tests will be administered during the school year and for what purposes? 


How will the teacher or the school use the results of the test? 


What other means of evaluation will the teacher or the school use to measure your 	child's performance? 


Should your child practice taking tests? 


After the test . . .


How do students in your child's school compare with students in other school 	systems in your state and across the country? 


What do the test results mean about your child's skills and abilities? 


Are the test results consistent with your child's performance in the classroom? 


Are any changes anticipated in your child's educational program? 


What can you do at home to help your child strengthen particular skills? 





Project Appleseed. (n.d.) "How Can I Help My Child Do Well on Standardized Tests?"  Retrieved October 2, 2011 from the National PTA website.  http://www.pta.org/3416.htm. 


























Tools for Parents











Important Calendar Change from the Board of Education








The Blue Springs School District Board of Education voted to amend the school calendar for the 2011-2012 school year.  November 18, 2011 School will not be in session and staff will have a professional development day.  February 21, 2012 will be a student attendance day.  The district was notified in mid-September that the state Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer Championships will be held at BSSHS and BSHS.  This is a great opportunity for the district that will bring revenue to the community and an opportunity for students in the metropolitan area to experience soccer at the State Championship level.  The Boys’ Championship will be held on November 18 and 19 and as a result, the stadiums and surrounding parking lots will be in use.  Over the course of the weekend, it is expected there will be more than 8,000 players, coaches and spectators combined.  The Girls’ Championships will be held on June1-2, of 2012.




















Parent Teacher Conferences
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September/October Programs & Field Trips


Sponsored by PTA 





September 23 - 4th Grade, School of Economics





September 30 - 4th Grade, American Jazz Museum and Negro League Baseball Museum





October 12 - Kindergarten, "Cow Jumped Over the Moon"





October 20 - 5th Grade, "Art Matters Tour" @ Nelson-Atkins Museum and Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art





October 21 - 3rd Grade, "Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Really Bad Day" performance at BSHS























 


























Thank you to all the volunteers that helped out at the Read-A-Thon Lock In!  The kids had a great time!























Fall Party Day!


Fall parties will be here before you know it!  Here is the schedule for the day.  





3rd 9:40-10:25


5th 10:30-11:15


4th 11:20-12:05


Lunch


2nd 1:15-2:00


1st 2:05-2:50


K  2:55-3:40	


		�

















Calendar of Events


October, 2011
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Happy Birthday 


Mr. Edwards!�
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PTA 7pm�
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Grandparent's Day!�
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Fall Parties





Track or Treat Halloween Walk�
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No School  
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No School�
29�
�
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Happy Birthday 


Mr. Peck!


�
31





No School�
�
�
�
�
�
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November Events:


November 3rd, PTA meeting 7pm


November 18th, No School 


November 23rd-25th, No School Thanksgiving Break


































































































Kights of the Round Table


Diligence


Mrs. Archer - Evan McCollom


Ms. Binning - Grace Deaton


Miss Fowler - Taylar Borovac


Miss French - Gabrielle Akins


Mrs. Beggs - Sophie Fidler


Mrs. Lengyel - Brendon Frey


Mrs. McDonald - Ethan Bui


Mrs. Stephens - Jacob Green


Mrs. Baldus - Yashi Horton


Ms. Orndorff - Michael Shaw


Mrs. Krekel - Ali Wharton


Mrs. Schmidli - Braison Spangler


Mrs. Clark - Carter Crammer


Miss Crane - Madison Shuey


Miss Freund - Katelyn Halmberg


Mrs. Glasgow - Zachary Davis


Mrs. Arnold-Clow - Kennedy Smith


Mrs. Ferguson - Wyatt Attwood


Mrs. Hedrick - Haylee Payne


Mr. Melton - Xavier Douglas


Ms. Clasen - Sydney Noller


Mrs. McLain - Ray Horton


Mrs. WIlkerson - Justin Smith


Mr. Todd - Brandon Rathmann


Mrs. Lloyd - Issac Boothe


Prime Time - Alex Whetstone





Congratulations!


















































































































































































































































�







































































